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Press Release: Needs Not Vetoes

(Washington D.C. - Tuesday, November 15th, 2022) The American Relief Coalition for Syria (ARCS)
and its humanitarian partners, The White Helmets and Syrian NGOs Alliance (SNA), have launched
the humanitarian advocacy campaign “Needs Not Vetoes".

This campaign advocates for the continuation of United Nations cross-border humanitarian aid
supporting the lives of over 4.1 million people in need inside Syria. Using the legal bases advanced
in the recently published legal analysis, 2074 is not 2022: Why the Continuation of UN-Coordinated
Cross-Border Aid into Syria Absent a UN Security Council Resolution is Lawful, commissioned by
ARCS and drafted by Guernica 37 Chambers, we believe that humanitarian access to northwest
Syria should be solely based on the humanitarian needs on the ground.

Back in 2014, the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) took the unprecedented step of
authorizing UN Agencies and its partners to conduct cross-border humanitarian operations into
Syria to ensure that humanitarian assistance is accessible to areas outside of the control of the
Syrian authorities. ARCS Chairman and founder of Big Heart Foundation, Husni Al- Barazi, stated,
“At the time of its authorization, the UNSC resolution provided a consensus-based mandate to
allow unhindered humanitarian aid to be delivered in the fast-paced and fragmented conflict in
Syria through four border crossings from neighboring countries. However, since then, the cross-
border resolution has become deeply politicized and access to deliver humanitarian aid has been
further restricted, reduced, and continuously jeopardized despite exponentially growing
humanitarian needs.” Every subsequent renewal has placed uncertainty on the ability of the
current 4.1 million civilians in need within northwest Syria to access critical UN humanitarian aid.

Launched on November 14th in Washington D.C,, this first of its kind legal analysis brings together
some of the most well-accepted legal bases for the continuation of UN coordinated cross-border
humanitarian assistance into Syria. Co-Founder of Syrian Forum Yaser Tabbara, Esq. expressed
that, “Whilst understandable as the most direct route to avoid a humanitarian crisis in 2014, UNSC
authorization is now, in 2022, just one basis upon which cross-border humanitarian aid can
continue.” The context in Syria in 2022 is vastly different to when the framework was authorized in
2014, which allows for a people focused legally workable solutions outside of the politicization of
the security council resolution.

Led and put forward by Syrians, for Syrians, the analysis is an important first step in providing a
legal framework to States, UN Agencies and the UN Secretariat that supports, at minimum, the
continuation of crucial cross-border humanitarian aid into Syria by the UN Agencies and its
humanitarian partners. As the primary humanitarian service providers to civilians in need in
northwest Syria, ARCS members, The White Helmets, and SNA support the continuation of UN
agencies operations to help alleviate humanitarian suffering in Syria. Dr. Amjad Rass, President of
the Syrian American Medical Society (SAMS) stated that, “We hope that by dispelling uncertainty
about the legality of UN cross-border humanitarian assistance without a UNSC resolution, we can
ensure that the cross-border mechanism is sustained and able to meet the needs of Syrians in the
northwest as long as is necessary.”

For further enquiries please contact: xbha@arcsyria.org
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